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**Jered:** Welcome to this week's episode of Coffee with a Journalist, a podcast that is just that.
We have coffee, we've got journalists and we've got great conversation ahead. I'm Jared
Martin, I'm the co-founder and COO here at OnePitch.

**Beck:** And I'm Beck Bamberger, I'm also the co-founder of OnePitch, the CEO of Bam
Communications and I'm your host today speaking with Lexy Savvides from CNET. She's
an Australian and so that's fun already. And she also had, back when in her Australian
days, a magazine called Cyclic Defrost, which we're going to talk about today. I think you
guys will really enjoy.

**Beck:** Everyone we have today, a fantastic reporter from CNET that I'm excited to be here with,
it's called Coffee with a Journalist and today we're here with Lexy Savvides.

**Lexy:** You got it, you got it. That's it.

**Beck:** Who's also Australian.

**Lexy:** Can you tell?

**Beck:** [crosstalk 00:00:59] talk about that, just a little bit and let's just dive right in. I want to
hear how you got to San Francisco from Australia, how you were working at this rocker
publication that was called ... Wait a second, let's check Cyclic Defrost. So we're going to,
we're going to talk about that.

**Beck:** So first off, Australia. Tell me first about that being born and raised in Australia.

**Lexy:** Yeah, so I started my career in Australia, in Sydney, born and raised there, went to
university. Long story short, studied engineering and computer science, decided it wasn't
for me.

**Beck:** Okay. First let's mentioned that because we don't usually see that. So you have a
Bachelors of Arts in Computer Science, but then you also have a Major in Information
Systems/Modern history.

**Lexy:** Yes. So I have a double degree. They do it a little bit differently in Australia. So you do a
Bachelor of Engineering, Computer Science, whatever it might be. And then I also did a
Bachelor of Arts because I was like, I don't want to start working yet. I want to do
another degree and learn more because I'm just that sort of person. For better or for
worse. So I did a degree in Computer Science, decided it wasn't for me, and then I went
back and I explored the humanity side and decided, yeah, you know what? Actually I
could really do this. I could really try my hand at writing for a career. One thing led to
another and I did a lot of freelancing. I did a lot of radio and I ended up landing, I guess
kind of my first full time job out of university was at CNET in Sydney and this was many
moons ago.
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**Lexy:** I don't want to date myself too much. But obviously with LinkedIn you can stalk and all
that so you can find it out.

**Beck:** But first off though, so was that before you worked at the Cyclic Defrost?

**Lexy:** So here's the thing with me-

**Beck:** We need to talk about this.

**Lexy:** When I was in Sydney, I was an incredible overachiever and I don't say that, like I'm not
talking myself, I'm saying that was incredibly stupid because I had so many jobs going at
once. So I was working full time, but I was also doing a radio show on a great community
station in Sydney, which is fantastic. It's called FBi radio.

**Beck:** FBi Radio.

**Lexy:** And when you mention it in America, people are like, whoa you work for the FBI?

**Beck:** It's capital F, capital B, lower case I.

**Lexy:** Yes, Free Broadcast Incorporated. That's what it stands for. So I was working there as a
producer of radio and presenting my own show and then I decided ... Well also I need to
pick up another job if I want to start working more in the publishing industry. So I went
on board to Cyclic Defrost, which was Australia's only independent music magazine
dedicated to electronic music. See I have the spiel down in my head.

**Beck:** Of course, you definitely are, yeah.

**Lexy:** So then I took over and became Editor and Chief a couple of years into doing that and
then I decided, I think three jobs is a little too much. They're all pretty intense. And then
the opportunity to move to the US came up and I decided, why not? You have to live a
little, you know, #Yolo and all that, which is incredibly terrible that I just said that, can we
scratch that?

**Beck:** Scratch that, scratch that, take that off. Yeah, it even sounds nasty.

**Lexy:** It sounds terrible, doesn't it? It's horrible. I mean that could be a little outtake at the
end. Then like, oh dear lord. How did I say that?

**Beck:** That's totally fine. But before you go, okay, wait, we got it back up for the degrees, so
you're in this super stem stuff. You're learning modern history. I don't even know what
that entails. Is that like 1920s beyond or like?
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**Lexy:** So we ... The way that it's structured is that you have a lot of free choice in what you get
to do. So I decided to study a lot of modern history around the UK, America in particular,
and modern Greek history, which was fascinating because I also speak Greek. So it was
just sort of a little education for me in terms of my heritage, which was really nice.

**Lexy:** And then I promptly didn't use it again really after college or after university. I think
that's just generally what happens.

**Beck:** But did have a moment somewhere, was there an "Aha" moment or just something, or
did you fall into it where you're like, "Oh, I like writing and I'm just gonna keep going into
a career into that?" Or was there something pivotal that happened? Or were you just
kind of like, "yeah, I'm going to do this".

**Lexy:** I was always a big writer as a kid and I used to enjoy writing, but then I also had the
incredible pull from the other side, which was I love playing with computers. I love
tearing them apart. I love putting them back together again. I taught myself html and
and some Java script when I was kind of like a teenager making terrible websites on
GeoCities and Tripod and shout out to anyone that remembers Crosswinds because that
was my personal favorite.

**Lexy:** But I think if anyone gets that reference, then big props to you.

**Beck:** [crosstalk 00:05:49] , I'm going oh, we gotta Google that real quick.

**Lexy:** Yes, so I was doing that obviously a lot throughout my teenage years and that kind of
prompted me to get into computer science when I left school, and then I realized that I
completed the degree and I realized it really wasn't for me. It wasn't what I expected and
it was very male dominated. That wasn't the reason that I got out of it, but I just felt that
I think my talents would have been better used elsewhere. And then I studied my other
degree and then I did an exchange to Greece as part of the degree, which was amazing.
And I kind of-

**Beck:** What does that mean, exchange to Greece? We don't have that here.

**Lexy:** Well you do an exchange, it's almost like a gap year but not really. So it was like a gap
two months or something like that, and it was all an amazing experience that the
University of Athens organized as a part of a cultural exchange really. And so I went there
and then I came back and I went, I think I want to start writing. It was just like, I had this
really clear vision after going away and being away from my studies I guess, in the
traditional classroom environment. I was doing classes in Greece, but it just felt
different. It kind of felt like an extended holiday. Plus it was learning Greek, like studying
Greek history and language too.
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**Lexy:** So I just decided, yeah, I'm going to try and make a go of it. And then I started writing
about music cause that's what I knew. And then I started writing about tech because it
was kind of what I knew. And then I started writing about photography because it was
like my passion and then all things kind of ended up colliding, I saw a job advertising for
CNET and Sydney and I went, yeah, actually I think I could do this. I think I could
definitely give this a red hot go, which is a real Australian and saying, but I'm going-

**Beck:** A Red hot go?

**Lexy:** A Red hot go, I'm going to drop it in here because I'm going to try and throw as many
“Australianisms” as I can.

**Beck:** Let's do it. Everyone wants Australian accent and phrases. By the way, what ... Okay. I'm
not even gonna say it cause there's just some of the best cuss words come from
Australia, or phrases. You know this to be true.

**Lexy:** Oh I know. Isn't that sad that that's our cultural legacy, is amazing cuss words.

**Beck:** The world loves that.

**Lexy:** I guess I guess they do.

**Beck:** And koalas, and kangaroos.

**Lexy:** Yes.

**Beck:** All those things with pouches and cuteness happening. Okay. Okay. So then you get the
job at CNET, but it's in Australia and you're running on accounts. You're also doing ...
Now, you're also incorporating photography into that role.

**Lexy:** Yes.

**Beck:** Which you also love, and you still do?

**Lexy:** Yes, I do. I do.

**Beck:** So all the passions are-

**Lexy:** Everything has collided. Everything's in one. It's all getting into a nice little melting pot
and, and then the opportunity to come to the US comes up. I'd been doing a lot of video
stuff in my role in Sydney for CNET, and I had a background in radio, so my now
managers in the US saw what I was doing, and I guess they liked it enough to say, why
don't you come over? Because there there's a job available here. And it was one of my
ambitions at some stage in my life to live overseas, I just didn't know where.
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**Lexy:** And San Francisco, honestly was not on my radar at all. I had no idea that I would end up
here. But it was kind of a nice treat because I thought, oh maybe London, because
everyone in Australia goes to London at some stage.

**Beck:** Oh really? Is that a thing?

**Lexy:** Well not everybody, but a lot of Australians end up in London, New York as well. Yeah.
San Francisco, not as much, but there's still, I think a growing community now because
of the tech industry and a lot of talent is coming over here as well, especially with
startups and the ease of getting a visa. So it is a really attractive proposition for a lot of
people. And so I thought, okay, well why not? If I can have this opportunity, I might never
get this again, so why wouldn't I take it?

**Beck:** And was the offer position to you just, "Oh hey, we have this opening" ... It came to you
or did you spot it and you're like, "Oh"?

**Lexy:** So I'd been working really closely with my now manager and we'd been collaborating a
lot on videos, getting a lot of feedback going back and forth. My role was kind of
evolving to be video first rather than editorial, text based writing first and it just ... The
stars ended up colliding. I would just say, can I come to the US is there any opportunity?
And they would say no, not yet. And then all of a sudden out of the blue it just
happened. So it was the right time, I would say in my life.

**Beck:** So now you're hear in the SF, you're doing video production stories, quite a lot of
interactive, I would say media and such, and it's not just writing articles, but it's
producing the videos and such using probably all your skills from the radio days and the
photography days and that you still do actually right now.

**Beck:** What's been your impression of San Francisco as a foreigner and then maybe as
American, but I would say San Francisco is its own place.

**Lexy:** It is.

**Beck:** So let's start there.

**Lexy:** It's a bubble.

**Beck:** Yes, it is a bubble.

**Lexy:** It's a real bubble and I don't think it is representative of the rest of the US however, that
being said, I love it. I get asked this question a lot. I kind of joke amongst my friends that
whenever someone meets me for the first time in America, usually the conversation
goes "Hi, what's your name? Where- Oh, you have an accent. Where is that from? Oh,
how long have you been here? Oh, do you like it?"
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**Lexy:** It's kind of like those sort three questions. So I have my answer kind of like wrote down.
I'm like, "Yes, I've been here for like three and a half years. I moved here from Sydney. I
lived there for most of my life and I do love it here. It is a fantastic city. The opportunities
are amazing. It's cold" because I can't go without saying that and it took me-

**Beck:** It is cold.

**Lexy:** It took me three years to actually buy a proper winter coat. Anyone, who knows me will
know that I'm very reluctant to wear winter gear so,

**Beck:** It's not fun.

**Lexy:** It's not fun. However, that being said, I would not trade it for the world.

**Beck:** Okay. Specifically more in the work that you do. What keeps you excited about that?

**Lexy:** Well, how can you not be excited about reporting about technology? It's just so
incredibly fast paced, like you know how what it's like, there's always things changing
and it is a field that genuinely, because of my background and my personal interest in it,
but ... We get to report on really cool stuff. I mean you think about what have I seen in
the past few years that I talked to people that aren't in the industry and they just like
what? Like you saw what? How? And then I think a lot of report are a little, almost ...
Not, I wouldn't say-

**Beck:** Jaded?

**Lexy:** Well I wouldn't say that. I just think it becomes something that you are so accustomed to
seeing new and exciting things that maybe you don't necessarily have that kind of that
wide eyed open optimism that kind of comes if you're outside of that an

**Beck:** I imagine it's like working with celebrities, let's say. You just get jaded by whatever
A-lister's walking by you putting on a dress or something. You're just sort of like, oh yeah,
that's just my day to day.

**Lexy:** It's just my job. Yeah. And some days it is just like that. Some days it is just okay it's just a
TV, but at the same time there are a couple of things that just make you step back and
go, this is incredible. This is really the future that we were promised. Almost. Not quite,
but almost. And it's good and bad. It's scary and it's thrilling and everyday is different,
which is what I really enjoy. And it's a challenge everyday too because as well, like
obviously with reporting, you know there are so many people covering the same story,
so how do you cover that differently? How do you do it in a way that makes other people
excited and not just going well, okay, I've seen this story five different times on different
publications, how can I make this one stand out? And I guess I'm really lucky in my role,
is that I get to do fun videos for a lot of my content.

03 Lexy Savvides (Completed  03/26/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 6 of 14

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/shared/f0uqvaCodOQ0VID5AMNHI7wWGtCDwGJWJX8rGhVqRticUBrfO5tC_vZsYuQoukgwKxLfOWK3rvtj7iP4TY1edOkXKNQ?loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=zHL_W-KKDlgx_C2MeHXnXI6_SapWbHTJrOgxwnIPnyQfN_vlBY8vbGPhvXb3bi678BU6uoAXxqktjbhPSJmGEn67YUQ&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=666.32
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=iMIygLJxGnO1kXS8uZOrkG_Sf5ygEfaphvVy4oR0z9icbf69UZj8eFvnXd1LADqW9g2bVGaU4__xPxu3ByE9aRKpFEU&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=685.69
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=VGlx8vfH37JtRo-MLmOs061RfpasufS3-dAKrpVhowle_5UPrV-qhuxxEeS5jB90Sz0W8EqHu7pqWOLqNmuN7PXL_6I&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=686.17
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=sgCMMYHZ6SC1tt-6qDXDrDpVtgzYIUMSQrVye3AFVMpQC4gbaGvrAd8up_8dYwrZbE2smDZQ0fVp3A8w7407ymxU-kU&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=694.81
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=HoztNX58JbPLxQE76uAvbN6WCqQoz7kGsQYTgiClzNZSfLoCd_YpnGVZm1Oytkgrvsg8-cvEL82AlPI90eF9cDMMrgw&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=695.35
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=axkPB-nDfL4cuaMNgE7Ifih--hhSY1sBCu5Dsj1R1Ct0jyLvTzXANuhZTktlACjDDQ9jQh3zh2Neh-NeXMr0E-j4ifE&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=699.03
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=pCAfcTjtOY1tNSLqW43OMHLH0pxjOt6R-4azenY1jocBT1tN0DecKjYoxzvM8aotCzkUaii4QfuV7TUGuJuMH6OH6Ig&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=705.91
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=gxlyvY25cK-LZ_KASrRMVn58aXrVjkZ7G9tJ6eVaNcxNF2ZHoTwrKwQ_3A9J7-Dd8mTfrBpn7TUI9W5QYnF0LRAUqbI&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=738.53
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=JKoMY5JIv3LjHBdLH-9DSQTP9sinPuC_Vnobj1BRsfvJXIszVW4GkjD5AGmiNQyb2j7pJXct-FTK-rLRIxPcfNX85xU&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=739.36
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=ED2X8UpQyyvDLBScb9qcwG8rl5oG8xXa4c1TZgJSbpIL-A2DgzU9TrjCZrztdz3iMQuM_SnzM5_cix-ceacIajrqOko&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=753.56
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=r14vJBgPjImikpmGtrfmtgGYRDgFyBFtJD_TFiD7u2YhjzSOoBXppb4m8kK70_bkE9gU38Bep3FceAYVE-EbUMT0ZYA&loadFrom=DocumentSpeakerNameDeeplink&ts=764.3
https://www.rev.com


This transcript was exported on Mar 29, 2019 - view latest version here.

**Lexy:** I mean my main role is now, I'm a senior editor, but really what that entails, I'm on the
video team at CNET and-

**Beck:** It says officially Senior Editor/Host.

**Lexy:** Okay, well then we can say that.

**Beck:** Perfect, okay.

**Lexy:** Yes. So I host a lot of videos on CNET, which is super exciting and it's something that I
love doing and it's something that I really think is an exciting way to tell stories,
especially because it uses a totally different part of your brain. As a reporter, you really
have to think about how you would say things in a way that is more conversational yet
gets across the same amount of information in say a one minute 30 package as you
would get across in a 5-600 word article. And that is a real challenge. And that has been,
I think the biggest thing for me when I'm out on the field reporting, like if I'm doing a live
cross or live package, how can I consolidate this information and make it understandable
and make it something that is going to convey as much information as it would if I wrote
the piece from scratch, sitting down at my computer. So that is a huge challenge and
something that I really love about the job too.

**Beck:** So break down the process of that a little bit and I come, I was in TV and did shows and
you're like, oh and the B roll and the angle and this and the ... You know, there's so many
parts of any piece of content you produce like a show like I was doing shows. And it's a
frickin’ lot versus I think, oh, 500, 600 words, you know there's a sentence and there it is
and start at that scene. I don't want to say it's easier, it's just you can just do it in two
hours. You're done. There's a lot more, I think on the video side and the visuals and how
you do it and how you piece it. So tell us how you go through that process, Like okay,
you're going to do a story on x now what?

**Lexy:** Well, it really depends on how I'm going to package it. So that's usually the first thing
that I have to think about in my role. I do a number of different things. So primarily I'm
making videos for CNET, which is on cnet.com all of our online distribution partners, our
YouTube channel and so on. And then another component of my job is occasionally I do
packages that go out to the CBS news network through CBS News Path. And that's
always really exciting thrill, I get to sign up my story saying in San Francisco, Lexy
Savvides, CNET..com for CBS news. I'm like, that doesn't, that just never gets old because
I'm just thinking, wow, my stories are going out there to a big network, which is crazy.
Sometimes people see me on TV when they're on vacation in like ... I had this situation
where I was following, my boyfriend was down in San Diego and he saw me on TV, one
of my packages and he was like, wow, she's following me around in different places.

**Lexy:** I'm watching everything. So it really depends. I'm watching. It really depends on I guess
which audience I'm writing a package for or a piece for. So if I'm writing something for
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CNET, I guess the first thing I start off with is what category is this under? Am I talking
about a deep dive into a product? Am I doing an explainer? Am I doing a straight news
piece? So that will then inform how I go about the rest of the process. I'm really lucky to
work with a fantastic team and we all are incredibly supportive. I have an amazing set of
producers that I have learned so much from. We have an amazing camera team as well
in terms of our videographers and our editors, so it is a pretty painless process. Really
what I like to think about first is what is kind of going to be my opening shot, you know?

**Lexy:** You know exactly what I'm talking about coming from your background, you think like
what does that one thing that I kind of want to get across first and how am I going to
capture the attention in that first 10 seconds? Not even that because that's the crunch
time for the viewer. Especially if a package goes out on TV they're kind of intrigued and
then if you don't capture that within the first 10, 15 seconds, that's it. Same especially
online with online video. People's attention spans are so short, which is totally fine, I'm
exactly the same. I completely understand. So I think unless you go in knowing I want to
sort of have a really deep dive into this particular topic area and I'm really going to
dedicate a certain amount of time to it. You're not going to give something that much
attention if it doesn't grab you within the first 10 seconds.

**Beck:** Cool.

**Lexy:** So it's, hard thing to do. Sometimes some of the content that I work on is pretty scripted
and it's pretty much voiceover based and that's more of a straightforward news piece or
a comparison or something like that. Other times it is very free form and ... Maybe free
form isn't the right word. I do a lot of off the cuff stuff. I have a show called Beta test
where I road test the craziest tech experiences, so you don't have to, that's the tag line.
So that's a real, something that I do that is not very scripted at all. I go and experience
something and you come along with me for the journey. So I obviously do a lot of
research and a lot of pre-production to decide exactly what I want to talk about, but
then when I'm in the experience, you're going along with me.

**Lexy:** I don't script that out. That is just something that I just want to talk through.

**Beck:** Just organic.

**Lexy:** Yeah. It's organic. It's like I'm chatting to you at a bar and I'm telling you about this cool
thing that I did. That's how I like to approach that in particular, which is a lot of fun. So I
guess that kind of informs how I'm either going to research and prepare for it or how I'm
going to script it depending on the context. And at the same time I'm already thinking
about visuals. I'm already thinking, well, what shot is going to best illustrate this point?
Or what angle do you think like we're going to have to take in order to get, you know,
people in a two shot. Is this going to be a one shot? Like how are we going to work with
any existing B roll that we might have access to or is this going to be something that
we're going to have to film entirely ourselves?
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**Lexy:** Most of the time it is' cause-

**Beck:** I was gonna just ask that.

**Lexy:** Yeah, most of the time we shoot pretty much everything ourselves and it's a lot of work
but it makes the end product so much more rich.

**Beck:** So that's a little particular question I have is if a PR person tee's up you with some nice
looking B roll, are you like, oh thank God, yes, this is great. I'm more interested in doing
the piece? Or are you eh, it doesn't really matter. If it's good, I'll use it?

**Lexy:** Yeah, that's a great question. I get asked that quite a lot and I think a lot of the time it
really depends on where I'm going to put this pace. If it's something that is a fairly
straightforward news reporting piece and we can't get access to seeing this as easily as
we could with say, another product, then maybe we would use that footage. Or at least, I
would use it to inform what shots that we wanted to take and get an idea of what the
product or the experience feels like. So the better quality the better of course.

**Lexy:** We love that when someone has taken some real care and time into producing B roll,
even if we don't end up using it in terms of our own video, it really helps us illustrate and
get a picture of it in our minds of what we would like to do with it. So it really helps us
regardless of whether we end up running with it in the video or not. But a lot of the
times it is, it is really handy, especially for something that we don't have access to. Say
for example, I use this example a lot. We can't go to the international space station, or
not easily.

**Lexy:** So if someone sends us some footage from the international space station that makes
our lives a little easier until that becomes accessible to us.

**Beck:** That'd be Rad.

**Lexy:** I know. Can you send me to the International Space Station please? I have a cool show. I
can do it on the ISS.

**Beck:** How about that? [crosstalk 00:21:21] trip. So speaking of just publicists and people
providing you with things, let's talk a little bit about, I imagine your inbox and where
publicists come to find you. How is that? Is it crazy in that inbox and how are the
pitches?

**Lexy:** It is, yes. I mean it is crazy. I think that's just part and parcel of the job. Everyone's inbox
is crazy. The pitches that I receive is, it's a very mixed bag. I would say that I'm on a lot of
mailing lists that are probably fairly irrelevant to what I report on and what I do cover
and so that is an unfortunate incident. I'll look at the headline, I will look at like the first
couple of lines and go, that's clearly nothing that I would ever cover or someone from
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CNET would cover. We're very consumer focused and that's the products that we do and
experiences are all about that kind of experience rather than enterprise for example.

**Beck:** Oh, okay. I was going to say, what is an example? Someone wants to pitch you on some
construction SAS thing for ...

**Lexy:** Yeah, those words don't make sense at all to our audience. It's not anything that people
come to us to find stories on or to watch videos on. So like if someone's pitching me like
an AI driven enterprise experience for warehousing, I'm just putting some words
together but that would just be completely irrelevant for us. And so those pitches don't
usually get a response unless it's somebody that I have a relationship with and has
previously been aware of what we do, and then I will say thanks, but it's not really our
area.

**Lexy:** A lot of the times it's just a pretty cold reach out, which I completely understand. I have
many friends on the PR side, so I know it's very tough work and sometimes that can get
results. A lot of the times it doesn't. And maybe more times than not, more often than
not. But that being said, those successful pitches that come my way is really from people
that have taken a little bit of time just to sort of look at exactly what videos I've
produced previously, the areas in which I cover and they've kind of crafted an angle that
is really smart. Something that hasn't been given to me before, a level of access that we
haven't had before. And they know when I'm looking for a story it's got to have good
visuals, otherwise I can't cover it. Like I just can't.

**Lexy:** So when I get that kind of Trifecta of a really well crafted pitch with the right area of
coverage and good visuals, I'm so happy,

**Beck:** Ding, ding, ding.

**Lexy:** Ding, ding, ding. And it's like, yes, let's do this story, it sounds interesting and it has all of
the components that I want. When it doesn't have that, it's not fun.

**Beck:** So how often does that happen? 2% of the time? 20% of the time?

**Lexy:** It's fairly rare. It is fairly rare. Usually what happens is someone who will have developed
a relationship with me, they'll kind of know what I like and go, well, there's a potential
here for a story. What do you think? And I'll go, okay, well this is how I would want to
package it and this is the level of access that I would want. And this is the point of
difference that we would want for our audience. And then sometimes it ends up being a
success and sometimes it doesn't. But at least then I've kind of made a good, some good
inroads and then they have a little bit of a better understanding about what we do and
particularly what I like to cover too. So that's, that's pretty much how it works.
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**Lexy:** I know it's really hard though, because people have limited time and they're not gonna
sit and necessarily research every single journalist and the stories they've done
previously. So I completely understand. I'm actually fairly nice, so if you do email me,

**Beck:** I was gonna say, you are quite, just engaging and I [crosstalk 00:25:10]

**Lexy:** Oh I hope so.

**Beck:** There are some people who "Ah, I never want to see this" or whatever. So yeah. That's
nice.

**Lexy:** Yeah. So I will never bite your head off. I might not respond to the email if it's completely
out of my wheelhouse, and I don't know you. But most of the time if you have a little bit
of a personalized pitch, I'll at least say thank you for the pitch. I don't think it's
something that we'd cover, but I appreciate it. Keep reaching out with more stuff. Cause
there's a lot of times when you know, I've had, PR's reach out several times and I've said
no, unfortunately we can't do this story. It's just not right for us. And then they'll come
back like the fifth or sixth time and,

**Beck:** No,

**Lexy:** Yes,

**Beck:** No,

**Lexy:** Yes. They'll come back and they'll say ... Won't be the same client though. Not with the
same client. Not with same pitch.

**Beck:** Okay.

**Lexy:** No, no, no. Not with the same client and the same pitch, with a different client and go,
actually this one I think will be a good fit for you and because of these reasons and I'll be
like, actually, yeah, you thought about this a lot, I think this might work. Especially-

**Beck:** So they can be taught.

**Lexy:** Yeah, they can. Oh, I mean, yeah. I mean everybody has room to to grow and we do too
on the reporting side. Absolutely. I never want to sort of think of myself as being in a silo
and not ever learning from the other side as well. It just doesn't work like that way for
me.

**Beck:** Or missing a good story.
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**Lexy:** Exactly. That's the worst part. If you have, you miss a story, and you see someone else
gets it and something that you were kind of pitched but you didn't quite see it. That
really hurts, that hurts, when you don't quite see the angle for you, like for your
audience and then someone else grabs it and they do a really good job of it and you're
like, Kudos to you. Why didn't I think of that?

**Beck:** Yeah. Burn. Because it is competitive. You got to have that story that works.

**Lexy:** It is.

**Beck:** Well, let's back up just a bit and reflect. You've had 10 plus years now in the journalists
ecosystem about ... Actually, and just over 10 at CBS at this point, getting onto the
eleventh year. Oh my god.

**Lexy:** It doesn't count, because it's been two different countries and two completely different
jobs [crosstalk 00:27:15]

**Beck:** It doesn't count, so [crosstalk 00:27:17]. We'll just say a decade plus in journalism. If you
had to go back to your college age self or teenager self or whatnot, would you go into
this industry again?

**Lexy:** Oh my gosh, what a question. What a loaded question because I studied computer
science so I could have gone to a job that earned me a lot more money and I'd probably
potentially still could have ended up in San Francisco if I wanted to. That being said, I
knew really in my heart that coding wasn't for me. I could do it and I could do it
competently, but it didn't excite me and so I would definitely, definitely do it again. It's a
hard question to answer because it's like I would do it again 100% but then I was like,
what else could I have done? I could've been a coder, I could have been project manager,
but none of that is as exciting-

**Beck:** Ooh, project manager.

**Lexy:** Yeah.

**Beck:** That doesn't sound too appetizing.

**Lexy:** Yeah. But I mean when it comes to like ... I can pull apart tech and explain it in a way that
everyone can understand. Well, hopefully, I mean that's hopefully the point of the job is
making it so everyone can understand it. That to me is pretty fulfilling when I get that
right. I'm pretty, I feel pretty satisfied with my decision.

**Beck:** Oh, that's great. Okay, so here's the last question for us today, which I like to ask
everybody, which is, and you can interpret this anyway. What do you think the future of
journalism looks like?
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**Lexy:** Yeah, that's, that's a really hard one to answer because it's very broad and there are so
many different interpretations. I guess I'll just answer it from my perspective is that
there is always going to be room for great stories and regardless of the medium,
regardless of of where it is being told, you can always make something that is really
compelling and there's a lot of doom and gloom in the industry at the moment. But
there are still people writing and producing amazing stories every single day. I'm on
Twitter, looking at what people are creating, linking to on YouTube, even creators that
aren't technically classified as journalists, making fantastic content.

**Lexy:** And I don't think we should be too scared about that because I think people are always
going to be driven to create great stuff. It's just going to be, it might live in a different
place and it might live in a different format to what we are expected. So everyone's
pushing into different platforms. You know, YouTube is huge. Social media is even bigger
in many respects. So it's just about finding those stories. I think is going to be the
hardest part because there's so much content to consume. It's so overwhelming and
having a place that is going to consolidate all that. I feel like if anything, it's just going to
get more spread out and more, difficult to find things than it is now. Given that so many
platforms and so many companies are moving into over the top streaming services,
there are so many video streaming platforms available and so many different ways in
which you can consume, whether that's on your phone, whether that's when you get
home and you're turning on your TV or even through podcasting, it's just an
overwhelming amount.

**Lexy:** So I think for me the future of media is going to be incredibly overwhelming cause
there's going to be so much stuff and it's going to be finding the best content. So I would
just want some way to consolidate it all and to find this stuff that I'm really interested in.
And AI is getting there to help address that problem, but I still think it needs an extra
human touch.

**Beck:** Oh, humans forever.

**Lexy:** Well the robots are really friendly. They're actually here to help us. No, Honestly. They
really are.

**Beck:** But it's built by ... I'm all about the, we can't get away from how we are humans. We
want to feel touch. We want ... No one is going to get the feeling from a hug, from a
robot, for example, or the same understanding of a story if it's told by a robot on a stage
versus a human. So I'm all just pro-human, and with that. Hey, how stories are told.
That's what it's about.

**Lexy:** Go humans.

**Beck:** Go humans. Thank you Lexy. This has been fun.
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This transcript was exported on Mar 29, 2019 - view latest version here.

**Lexy:** Thank you for having me.

**Jered:** Thanks for listening this week to coffee with the journalist featuring Lexy Savvides from
CNET. If you're a journalist who loves coffee or a publicist who loves this podcast, we'd
love to hear from you. Head to OnePitch does CEO to drop us a line. Until then, let's end
bad pitches and start great stories.
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